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WHEREAS federal courts are updating their security procedures to uniformly protect
highly sensitive documents (HSDs), a narrow subset of sealed documents that must, for their
protection, be stored outside the court’s electronic systems;

THE COURT FINDS that good cause exists to permit nonelectronic filing under Civil
Rule 5(d)(3)(A) and Criminal Rule 49(b)(3)(A), and to adopt the revised HSD Guidance,
Attachment A (as amended by this court), which includes a standard definition of HSDs, a
dedicated procedure for filing, serving, and maintaining HSDs, and factors to be considered by
judicial officers in determining if a document is an HSD.

THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that, effective as of the date of this order
and until such time as the court orders otherwise, HSDs will be filed and served in paper form
(or, if the HSD is available solely in a form of media incapable of being filed in paper form, on a
secure electronic device, such as a flash drive), in accordance with this Order and the HSD
Guidance, and will be maintained by the clerk’s office in a secure paper filing system or secure
standalone computer system that is not connected to any network.! This Order supersedes any
and all prior court orders and inconsistent local rules concerning HSDs, including Standing
Order 22-SO-3 and Standing Order 21-SO-2.

1. Documents and Materials Subject to this Order

a. Definition: A Highly Sensitive Document (HSD) is a document or other
material that contains sensitive, but unclassified, information that warrants
exceptional handling and storage procedures to prevent significant consequences
that could result if such information were obtained or disclosed in an unauthorized

! This guidance does not apply to classified information, which should be handled according to the
Classified Information Procedures Act (CIPA) and the Chief Justice’s Security Procedures related thereto, 18 U.S.C.
app 3 §§ 1, 9. The Chief Justice’s Security Procedures (criminal prosecutions) and the Department of Justice (DOJ)
regulation 28 C.F.R. § 17.17(c) (civil actions) govern classified information in any form in the custody of a court.
























